January 2023

Month
of Prayer

Welcome
Welcome to 2023 and our Grace Church Month of Prayer! As I’ve reflected on
the year just gone, two things spring to mind:
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Firstly, I’m so thankful to God for the spiritual health of Grace Church. We are
a community with Jesus at the centre, growing together and gradually becoming
more like Him. God has added to and strengthened our community, and we are
increasingly seeing signs of encounter with Him on Sundays, at our Wednesday
service and throughout the week.
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Secondly, 2022 was a year of huge upheaval and unrest globally. As the world
unravels, it feels like the contrast has been turned up between the darkness of
the kingdom of this world and the light and life of the Kingdom of Heaven. As
tough as the year has been, we can take great encouragement from the fact that
throughout history the greatest times of Kingdom advance have been when the
kingdom of this world was in disarray. All of which means that there is no better
way to start this year than on our knees in prayer because as we pray, God
hears and He responds with steadfast love and dynamic power!
In this booklet you’ll find a framework - or rhythm - that repeats weekly, to help you
pray through our 3 priorities for the year: Baptisms, Discipleship and Confidence
in Worship. The idea is that as this rhythm gets repeated each week in January,
it’ll help us develop a healthy, prayerful habit that enables us to persevere and go
deeper in prayer.
In addition to us praying on our own, there’s tremendous power in us gathering
together to pray, so I look forward to praying with you at our weekly Tuesday
Morning Prayer as well as the two Thursday evening prayer gatherings we have
arranged for 12th & 19th January.

Love Ben
Senior Pastor
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Priorities

What's On

We have three areas of focus for the upcoming year that will get us closer to
seeing our vision 'to build a thriving community that reaches Nottingham with the
gospel and replicates this across the UK and beyond' become reality. They are
things we feel Jesus has led us to as He continues to build His church through
us. We laid out our three priorities in October:

As well as the weekly rhythm of prayer we’ll use over this month, we also know
how important it is for us to pray together in the same place and hear each other’s
voices. Below you can find details of the gatherings that are happening as part of
this month.

Baptisms
Baptisms are the fruit of salvation which is why they’re such a good measure for
the health of any church. We feel a renewed urgency for baptism and want to
see many more saved, baptised and added to our family.

Discipleship
Last year we focused on rebuilding our community. We want to use that
foundation this year to learn how to intentionally follow Jesus together, know
Him more deeply, and make disciples of one another.

Morning Prayer Gatherings
Tuesday 10th / 17th / 24th / 31st January
7am at the church building
Prayer for the Nations
Tuesday 10th January
8pm online Zoom ID: 969 020 9139
Nottingham City Prayer
Thursday 12th January
7am at Heart Church, Talbot Street, NG1 5GL
Evening Prayer Gatherings
Thursday 12th / 19th January
8pm at the church building

The Prayer Course
Confidence in Worship
The way we worship isn’t a style, it’s a Biblical conviction, one which we want
to fight for and grow in together. After the last few years, we feel like now is the
time for all of us to regain our wonder and confidence in Spirit-led worship.

Want to grow in prayer ? Ever wondered about its different aspects? Would you
appreciate learning and discussing with others? We will be running The Prayer
Course over Zoom on Monday evenings, starting 9th January at 8pm.
This is a 7-week exploration of prayer based on Pete Greig’s excellent book
'How to Pray'. The sessions will last an hour, with 20 minutes to watch a video
on a topic about prayer and 40 minutes to discuss it together afterwards.

You can listen to the message about priorities here
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Zoom Meeting ID: 969 020 9139
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Weekly Rhythm
This is our weekly prayer rhythm for the month. In previous years we’ve focussed
on something different each week, but this time we felt that repeating something
together could help to build momentum as each week builds on the last. We
hope this repetition might also help create a healthy prayer habit at the outset of
the new year.
The pattern is built around our 3 priorities as seen below. You’ll find suggestions
and encouragements for each day to help fuel your prayers over the next few pages.
Sunday
Baptisms: Pray for 5 People

Thursday
Confidence in Worship: Spirit-gifts

Monday
Baptisms: More Baptisms

Friday
Confidence in Worship: Church Services

Tuesday
Discipleship: Christ-likeness

Saturday
Rest Day

Wednesday
Discipleship: One Anothering
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Sunday: Pray for 5 People
Pick 5 people who don’t yet know Jesus and write their names below so you
can pray for them. You could pray for opportunities to share your faith or read
Scripture with them (perhaps using the booklets we gave out at the Carol
Services), you could pray that God would stir up questions of faith in their heart,
or you could simply pray that they come to know Jesus and be baptised.

1
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As a staff team, we recently found this video from Dave Patty who leads Josiah
Venture, helping to disciple young people in eastern Europe, to be a really
helpful aid and provocation as to the practicalities of sharing our faith.
watch from 7 minutes in.
Finally, our next Alpha course starts on Tuesday 31st January. As well as praying
for people in your life and for opportunities to share your faith with them, you
could invite them to this course. Perhaps you could even pray at the start of the
month for God to make a way in their hearts in preparation to receive an invite.
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Monday: More Baptisms

Did you know?

As previously mentioned, we’d love to see more people coming to know Jesus
and getting baptised this year. So let’s pray that it happens! We can start with
this simple request and see how we feel led to pray: perhaps praying through
some of the common routes that this happens (e.g. Alpha, reading Scripture
with someone, Sundays), for more baptisms within a particular age group (e.g.
our youth, or retired people), for whole families to be baptised like in Acts
chapter 16, or for salvation amongst demographics very visible in Nottingham but
currently less represented in Grace Church.

We’ve baptised 14 people at Grace Church in the last 6 months, representing
lives changed, obedience to Jesus being demonstrated and absolutely wonderful
moments for us as a church family. Here are a few of those moments that we’ve
celebrated this term.

And if you follow Jesus yourself but haven’t been baptised as a believer by full
immersion, we’d love to invite you to express your obedience to Jesus by doing
what He did and then commanded us to do as His followers. Baptism is a celebration and a privilege, an initiation into the Christian life. Why not listen to this
message from Rosie on the importance of baptism.

Or if you'd like to book a chat with one of our team to talk through baptism
and what it means for you, you can head to gracechurchnottingham.org/baptism
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Tuesday: Christ-likeness
Our Grace Church community is made up of all kinds of people, each called
by God and being conformed to the likeness of Jesus (Romans 8:28-29). Today
we’re going to pray that we would all grow in our discipleship, from youngest
through to the oldest.
Below are some of the groups of people within our wider community, with
some suggested ways to pray for them. In a community like ours there are
people from all walks of life with circumstances that no list could ever cover.
Why don’t you pray for anyone that comes to mind, or simply people in the
church more broadly, that Jesus would continue to make them more like himself,
that they’d have faith to follow his voice, and put him first in a busy world that
constantly fights for our attention.
Kids
Pray for safe and healthy development, a sense of fun and belonging in the family
of God. Pray for a knowledge of Jesus that isn’t just facts or stories, but a genuine
and grace-filled friendship with Him, that then gets expressed in all sorts of
child-like ways. And do pray for Parents, Carers & our Kids Teams, that they
would model the love of God in the way that they disciple these children. Pray
for those older children that have felt the effects of the last two years of broken
education.
Youth
Pray for decisions to trust in Christ and get baptised and that the identity He
gives would sound louder than the hollow way our society speaks of identity.
Teenage years are so often times of learning about ourselves and who/how
God has made us. Pray for courage to live for Jesus at school and college where
it seems increasingly counter-cultural to follow Him and for parents, carers and
our Youth Team, that they would keep pointing our Youth to Jesus and His
finished work.
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Young Adults
Pray for Christ-like character formation in these years, which seem to shape so
much of the rest of adult life. Pray for the evangelistic opportunities of University
and/or early working life, and other opportunities that these years provide. Once
again, please pray for courage to live for Jesus in a society that holds some very
different values and for the 150+ Young Adults in the life of Grace Church that
they would continue to treasure Jesus and know the leading of the Holy Spirit in
their lives.
Adults & Mid-life
Some might be at the height of their working career, with all the pressures and
responsibility that comes with - please pray they would serve God with their
influence, wisdom and resource. Others are facing the adjustment and challenges
of children living elsewhere, or of being grandparents. Still others, in the toil and
trials of life can struggle in their faith - please pray that they keep persevering in
Jesus. And some are preparing for retirement, needing to know the guidance of
God into a new phase - please pray for a reassurance of his purposes in their lives.
Retired & Older People
There can be several stages to this category, spanning many years. For some, it’s
about the adjustment post-working life and using time wisely. Where the
day-to-day has been defined for many years, or health struggles perhaps start
to dominate more, sometimes knowing purpose can be a challenge. Please
pray that our retired and older people would know the unique and vital role
they play in church family- that we reflect God in our diversity together, that it
is scriptural to pass on the wisdom of the years and that none of us are defined
by our capacity to ‘do’ things for God, but that He remains active in fulfilling His
purposes in us and through us. We’ve had the joy of seeing some older people
come to faith and be baptised previously; let’s pray for more of that!
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Wednesday: One Anothering
The New Testament is full of ‘one anothering’ statements, things that we do for
one another as we grow in becoming like Jesus, that is, our discipleship.
Here are 20 of them:

Together they form a great description of what church family should look like.
Why not pick a few of them and pray that they would characterise our church
culture: in our day-to-day lives, in our Home Groups, in our serving teams and
our community as a whole.

Love one another
Be hospitable to one another
Serve one another
Pray for one another

If you aren’t yet in a Home Group or on a serving team as a place where
you can live these out, head to the Home Groups page or Serving page
on our website to indicate your interest.

Don’t envy one another
Seek good for one another
Comfort one another
Don’t complain against one another
Be kind to one another
Confess your sins to one another
Forgive one another
Be devoted to one another
Admonish one another
Give preference to one another
Stir one another to love and good works
Do not judge one another
Accept one another
Bear one another’s burdens
Encourage one another
Speak truth to one another
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Thursday: Spirit-gifts
New Testament worship is directed to the Father, through the Son, by the Spirit.
To aid us in our worship and build up the life of the church, the Holy Spirit gives
us gifts. Their use, frequency and variety is a key part of what it means for us to
be an evangelical charismatic church. We’d love to pray for a fresh growth and
confidence in using the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Here are 3 things we can do:
Read
Have a look at 1 Corinthians chapters 12-14. Ask God to speak to you as you
read. Feel free to use the notes pages at the back of this booklet if you have any
thoughts, questions or prophetic words, and would find that helpful.
Pray
Ask God to grow you in the use of these gifts. Perhaps pick one or two that
you’d like to develop in particular or that you’ve never used before. These are
known as ‘Charismata’ in Biblical Greek, which is where we get ‘charismatic’ from,
literally ‘grace-gifts’. So they are given by God as a demonstration of his alreadyexisting favour upon us in Christ, rather than special abilities for the super-spiritual.
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Act
Take a step of faith yourself or encourage someone else. Maybe you’ve never
contributed during worship, or never spoken in tongues and would like someone
to help you in that. Perhaps it’s been a while since you sang a Spirit-song in worship
or stepped out in faith with a word of knowledge. We would love to hear your
voice, whether that be on a Sunday or at one of our prayer gatherings. If you
have questions about any of these gifts please feel free to chat to your Home
Group leader or one of the leaders you see on Sundays.
You can listen to our teaching series on the Spirit-gifts (1 Corinthians 1214) from 2019, if it would help.
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Friday: Church Services
Our 4 services (Wednesday 12pm and Sunday 10am, 4pm & 7.30pm) each have
their own flavour and identity, whilst maintaining the Grace Church DNA. Today,
we’d like you to pray for them. Here are 3 headings to help you pray.
Worship & Ministry
Pray that our worship is full of Jesus, rejoicing in His finished work and open to
the leading of the Spirit. Pray for people to bring their contributions, and for our
worship leaders and meeting leaders to be wise and sensitive to what God is
doing in the room. Pray that our ministry times are moments of encouragement,
prophetic direction and individual breakthrough.
Preaching & Teaching
Pray that people encounter Jesus by the Spirit as His Word is proclaimed. Pray that
the sufficiency of the Gospel is grasped and that, in turn, it puts all we see in the
world around us into perspective. Pray for our preachers to have the courage to
speak the truth in love and that our preaching as a church would always elevate
the finished work of Jesus. Pray for our upcoming Spring series, where we'll
be looking at what God has to say about our bodies in the good news of the
gospel. Pray we'd be wise and sensitive as a church in talking about these things,
particularly at a time of cultural questioning of matters of the body.

Welcome & Community
Scripture says that we are the household of God, so please pray that our welcome
and community would reflect that. Pray that the God who sets the lonely in
families would continue to bring people to us; that in this plentiful harvest He
would also send the workers as we each play our part in making church happen.
Let’s pray that each of us would reflect, with others, the welcome of God that
we have received.

Saturday: Rest Day
Saturday is our rest day, our Sabbath. To find out more about what Sabbath is
and ways to take steps to rest on this day, listen to Ben’s talk on Sabbath from a
few years ago

Our first Sunday of the new year will be Sunday 8th January. We’re delighted to
have Derek Tidball (a former Principal of London School of Theology) with us,
preaching at all 3 services. Derek is a great friend to us and an excellent Bible
teacher, please pray for him in the lead up to this Sunday.
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Prayer Points

Kids & Families

As well as the weekly rhythm of prayer, why not pray for the following at some
point during the month?

We’d love the children in our church family to be able to join in this Month of
Prayer, so here are some ideas for praying with children:

'Building for the Future' Project
Thanks to the incredible generosity of people within Grace Church, the work to
install a commercial kitchen in our building (Priority #1) is now well underway.
However, we are some way off having the funding to install a new lift to the first
floor (Priority #2). Our whole story of acquiring and redeveloping this building
has been one of God’s amazing provision, so please pray that He gives us the
funds for this too, whether through the grant applications that have been
submitted, through further giving or by some other means.

Story Time
It’s great to use scripture to pray. Pick a story from the child’s Bible. Get them to
read it to you or read it to them and then shut the Bible and encourage them to
retell as much of the story as they can, or create a quiz for them. Once you’ve
gone back through the story together, try finding things to be thankful for from
it and thank God together.

For more details, please visit: gracechurchnottingham.org/buildingproject
Grace Church Larnaca
Pete & Alex Kourpas are due to start a new church in Larnaca, Cyprus, this
month as part of a joint venture between Grace Connection and Catalyst (one
of the Newfrontiers spheres). Their vision is for a prophetic demonstration of
the power of the gospel by having an evangelical, charismatic church, comprised
of both Greek-Cypriots and Turkish-Cypriots (and the Anglo-versions of each),
on an island where divisions between these groups are deeply rooted. Please
pray for Pete and Alex as they set up home there, for the group of Christians
who have been praying and waiting for their arrival and for God’s provision and
guidance in the early stages of the church plant.
'Let's Go' Week
In June of this year, we are planning a week of outreach in Nottingham, with a
particular focus on The Meadows, culminating in a Summer Fun Day at The
Nottingham Emmanuel School on Sunday 11th June. This will provide a great
opportunity for us to show our city the love of Jesus in both word and deed
and there’ll be lots of ways we can all be involved. Let’s pray that God gives us
divine appointments during the week, that He changes us to be more like Him
as we go and that He encounters people powerfully who don’t yet know Him.
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Call & Response
Kids love when they know what to say and feel like they’re getting the right answer.
So why not create a phrase for them to respond with (e.g. because God is good’).
Then pray out short bits of truth and get them to respond with their phrase.
Spiritual songs
This one is risky and totally could go either way! But some children (and some
parents!) love singing, so why not sing a prayerful conversation to God, leaving
space for the child to finish the line. E.g. ‘God you are so so good, thank you that
today you _________’ or ‘It amazed me how kind you are and also that you’re
__________’. Don’t be afraid of the random; once the children love the idea,
they’ll continue to engage with it, especially if they think it extends their bedtime!
Listening to God
Our children are on a journey of learning to understand God’s truth and of
hearing His voice. So why not begin to encourage the child to listen to God? It
could be that you tell them how much God loves them, then get them to close
their eyes and say what words come to mind, or whether they feel God is saying
anything to them. If they are a bit older, you could explain that sometimes God
speaks to us by putting pictures with attached meaning into our minds- maybe
a tall building, a leafy tree or a full pencil case. Explain that each thing represents
something that God wants to say (a tall building might remind them of God
being strong for example). Remember it is the Holy Spirit’s role to speak to
them and we celebrate that there is no junior Holy Spirit!
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Notes
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